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PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER AUTUMN/WINTER

WINTER TIME ON THE WORCESTER TO BIRMINGHAM CANAL

Back in January several exposed parts of the canal from the Queens Head through to Astwood
Lane froze over, such as below near the Whitford Bridge Road. With no narrowboat traffic the ice
stayed there for around two weeks before the swans began to fall through it and break it up.
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Photograph courtesy of Assistant Clerk
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PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Chairman’s Report — December 2019

The outdoor flI m nigh
weat her was <col d so
a

evening. Il woul d

was a great success
was very pleased wi

t
|
|l so |i ke to thank Chri

If anyone has any suggestions with regard to the film for next year, please do text me on 07970
782 690. Keep checking the Council website for details for 2020.

I was sorry to have to misS™NohemiMemo20ad
commi t ment s. The Parish Council was
who | aid a wreath on our behalf. Thank yo

The Parish Counci |FREE&@mer tbWaetherdi pdack dudmgi
These are for your security! There are e
Parish so please do collect your ©pack fro
possi bl e, especially as we are appr d@B271157n
190, pl ease see Page 11 for its nor mal ope
wish to phone frst to check that the ofce
We are dis
brighten i
the fowers

ri butng wild fower seeds in va
up and to atract bees, birds
t hat wi |l be appearing in Spri

t
t

Once again this year, we wil/| b e Drealednibreg
the Stoke Heath Recreaton area commencing
charge. We | ook forward to seeing you al/|l

I would | ike to welcome Liz Eden and Ror
working with them in the future.

Il f you have any queries or concerns rega
Gulliver, or Stan P eo1527357190( tthheer eA sissi satha natn s
outside of normal 07707826%00ur s) or mysel f o

Wi shing you all a very HapBeterhWis“iaHES an




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

from the Parish Clerk

CAROLS IN THE PARK

You are all invited to atend the Pari sh
7t h December 2019 commencing at 5.00p

The carol s will be conducted by the
drinks and refreshments provided

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION

The Parish Council wild!@ again this year
l'ights in the Parish. The display must

prizes of a gif voucher towards the
best display in Stoke Heath and the

do not need to register your entry as
date in December to choose t

Wi nners wi |l be announced in

NEW COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Foll owi EgethenB®Wntober31Kyle Daisley (Con
t he County Councillor for Bromsgrove Sout

WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS 2019

Normal Collection Day Revised Collection Day

WednestdBgcember 2019 Mondaybex3mber
Thur stdBgc@m®Bber 2019 Sat ur 'dineic 2m8b e r
Wednes’daynwuhry 2020 Monda'ypexOe mber

There are no further planned changes

LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF THIS WINTER

Keeping Yourself Well in Winter:
Mai ntain room t empe¢rdt Wreggy eaets.a mi ni mu

Keep actve by moving around regularly,
Dress warmly, eat hot food and take war
Il f you have health concerns, call your
Ensure you are stocked up on medicaton
groceries 1in advance or ask friends a




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS (Continued)

LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF THIS WINTER (Continued)

Going outdoors:

Tune into the | ocal weather for-ecast befoffe u
www. metofce.gov. uk/ public/weathpgr/f

|l f you have to go out dress warmly to sui t h

Tell someone where you are going and at w@Bat

|l f you have a mobile phone keep it with y@Bu a

possi ble, you have emergency contact numb@r s

Winter Ailments:

Get a FREE fu jab if you are over 65 or i a
detail s.

Find reliable health i rmatvomhe®nd o nekias § NHS
Ensure you have suf stocks of medica@on

Have your home prepared:

Contact Act o Energy for fO8&,0 9@@Banr2t8all ous

Check your he ng i s orking and get it s@rvi

wWww. gassaferegister. . uk

Contact your cal f n refé8oe oeepviiaece@for

Get electric ankets tested, test smoke I ar
sure yo an access o sufcient fuel B sup
s have orch ready i case of emerf@enc
ct you ipes from freezing, draught@pro

SAFETY AT CHRISTMAS

u go at anyt me rr - Chri st mas k e
opp i st burglar By f | owi ng he
t hos ents that nta h of
ma k e t hey are t in ce
t pu i st ma ts un ee
t eal wr a s fro e t
u go Vi nds o r kK
t he on t he t r t o
Chri ree k | ov y t s
i ght ery dmir e t . |l ar
sur e ur ato d rs i nd
and spe nt of h e t he
f a ari es do t i n
u a g bi ask e bou
al s u s bi ke Wi m u
bou am be | e 0 Vis
t k e a cas I n he ous
me o a mptBg p
y i s u ortihg ¢



http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/forecast
http://www.nhs.co.uk/staywell
http://www.gassaferegister.co.uk

SMARTWATER

Free We Don’t Buy Crime SmartWater Kits

As part of our Parish Council’”™s drive to
West Mercia Police ‘“We Don’t Buy Crime’ T
O ur [raeroficlange.

Smart Water is a sophistcated security sys
to your valuables and registered to your

Anything marked with SmartWater can be tr
identfy stolen property and |l ink criminal

Smart Water is invisible in natural Il i ght

The kit cont@éIns9 tda{rad WawRCh awb{ L/ {,6 {kdb £ rLro
stckers which send out a powerful warning
window stckers i mmediately upon receipt o

We will be handing out free kits at various locations in the Parish, please see our website

In addition - free packs are available to collect from the Council Office next to the Capelli
hairdressers on the corner or Ryefields Road and Prior Avenue

Pl ease note that the packs n this partcu
within the Stoke Parish Avoncrof and Rock
become a Smart Water protected area, pleas

Once over 70% of our kits are registered,
agreed to further support wu by providing
travelling criminality entering our paris

Thank you, Your Parish Councillors.

w West Mercia

% POLICE




OUR PARISH - THEN AND NOW

October 2016
Mai n Entrance
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June 2019
the main entrance




MOST COLOURFUL GARDEN COMPETITION

e ' Most Col our ful Garden'’
he residents of each hous

The winners of t h
are as foll ows, t

Stoke Heath - 18 Fircroft Close




PARISH WALK - LICKEY INCLINE AND TARDEBIGGE FLIGHT

The walk starts at Stoke Works, criss-crosses the railway uphill with an easy stroll back down
the canal towpath. In dry weather only sensible footwear is needed but the link-paths can
become muddy and overgrown at other times. The walk distance is 12% miles and typically
takes between 4% to 5% hours but there are a number of opportunities to shorten the route if
you refer to an OS map. Due to the length of the walk it has been split over two maps.

Roadsi de parking is available near the start Spomienf. T
publ i cméhyuaslelsow wal kers to use their carparks but Bpl ec

MAP 1 OF WALK
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WALK F - GreaT TRANSPOKT Fesrs
Map |

Boat and

l v
Rai -l°5 CoT o8

1.StokeWorks-1 n 1812 salt was discovered during the buil@din
there were taken over by John Corbet, the Salt Ki@g i
village school, now converted to dwellings. The w@r ks
the Boat and Rail way proceed north along Shaw Lan un
at the Footpath sign and follow the track paralle to

2.StokeWharf-Turn right and right again into Hanbury Ro@d, |
picnic site on the | ef hand side over the bridge.® Tur
café on the Metal Ores Ind. Estate, open weekdays@and

3. Thompson’sBridge-Cr oss t he canal to the kissing gate site
path. Cross into the adjacent feld through anothe ga
tracks if you can neither see, hear nor feel a tr@in
Turn right into Fish House Lane (F/ P sign).

4.Sugarbrook-Tur n right into Sugarbrook Lane and turn | up




PARISH WALK (Continued 1)

MAP 2 OF WALK

High BarnF
-~ }\@/j k

Vijo

WALK F~ Greatr TRaNSPoRT Fears >
-

AstoN Fi

Bromggrove
Sl’ohon\’f

% \
St Bartholomen's

Charch

CDT o1/

5. Formerly Garringtons—Once c¢cl ai med to be the | argest automot
people Garringtons closed in 2002. About hal fway
At the end of tarmac path turn right over rail way

6. Footpath Junction-( F/ P si gn) Go | ef through the gate and
Mai dsmere Cotage turn |l ef across -Bahed giFde® &fi gapo
track bears right carry straight on through a gat
straight on through a gate.

7.StGodwald’'sRoad-( F/ P sign) Turn |l ef just below entrance
shops, buses and car park, contnue over railway b

8.AstonFields—-Just before the bridge turn right on to pa

9.RigbyHall-Cr oss rail way bridge and main road into ser
Where the road bears | ef go straight on down trac
right just past playing felds and go right along
into Belvoir Road. At end follow tarmac path whic
10. Oakalls Railway Bridge—Tur n ri ght wunder bridge and through g

11. Heydon Road, Finstall-Tur n | ef , right and | ef (al most a c¢r osps
straight up main road to Cross I nn] Go under high
parallel to |l ane and cross fence.

12. Pikes PoolBridge-Tur n ri ght. Foll ow track with partal hed

then keeps to |l ef of hedge/fence untl stle is rea
two stles. Turn | ef along driveway but turn right




PARISH WALK (Continued 2)

13. HighBarnFarm /Vigo—The wal k now heads back to the . WAl t e
|l ef onto bridleway, then | ef onto road and right nt o
with Garden Centre and bus 145. For Tardebigge Ci@er

For the canal turn right onto the bridleway, back@alo
close to right hand side of feld to small wooden at e
gate into farm yard and | ef along driveway parall I t

14. Tutnalllane-Go under highway and turn right into Alceslter

15.Finstall-Tur n | ef by B/ W sign by second bus stop. Al tferna
bridleway through the woods and down towards Stok Cr

16. Dusthouselane-Tur n | ef, keep | ef at road juncton unt| oad
keeping |l ef of the wire fence. Foll ow the | ine ofBthe
gate, then | ef parallel to copse to another Kkissi g g
bridge and go down the steps onto the towpath.

17.Canal /Toplock-Tur n | ef wunder bridge and follow towpat h@bac
deepest | ocks on any canal in England and was buifit o

[17A]. Tardebigge Basin & Church-t ur n ri ght . At Top Lock (58) theref@i s &
Trust and an informaton board further along oppos@te
t hrough two gates to visit the Baroque St Barthol me w
War wi ckshire boundary and has also been in Staforf@shi
contnues over the top of the tunnel to Al vechurch@and

Just afer the London Lane bridge at Tyl ers Lock i a
NewcoWwWan beam engine, used to pump canal water up@fil|l

18. Tardebigge Reservoir-At ei t her Bridge 52 or Lock 33, turn rfght
along the towpath.

19. Queen'sHead-J ust beyond the start of the Stoke FlightB®is
the startng point of the wal k.

HAVE YOU ANYTHING YOU COULD SHARE ABOUT THE STOKES?

Having renovated both our website and theflnev

content to provide more informaton about ur
One of the areas we would very much | i ke o i
asking that iif vy or someone that you k@Bow,
the Stokes that feel that people migh I
share, we would ery grateful for them Ar
under he * About Stokes’ secton and, f oy
photos (which wo be returned to you) a@fso

can help us then please contact Ne@l C
757190, recordsmaolt (epchesgt cines K @YhP® s )nc
of our councill ors, pl ease see thelbac




PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION 11

FORTHCOMING PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

The Parish Council will meet at 7.30pm at Avoncroft Arts Centre on the following dates
over the first few months of 2020:

Monday 13th January 2020
Monday 3rd February 2020
Monday 2nd March 2020
Monday 6th April 2020

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place at Stoke Prior Village Hall
on
Wednesday 13th May 2020

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE AND CONTACT DETAILS

The Parish Office based at 17B Ryefields Road, Stoke Prior will usually be open to the
public on Monday to Thursday mornings as follows when Neil Gulliver, the Parish
Clerk, or Stan Petrovic the Assistant Clerk, will be happy to try and help local residents
with any issues which concern them

Mondays normally between 10:00am and 1:00pm
Tuesdays normally between 9:00am and 12:00 noon
Wednesdays normally between 10:00am and 1:00pm
Thursdays normally between 9:00am and 12:00 noon

You can contact the Clerk outside office hours on 07927 311041, leave a message at
the office on 01527 757190 or email clerk@stoke-pc-worcs.gov.uk. If you want to
meet the Clerk or Assistant Clerk outside of the above hours, an appointment can be
arranged to suit you.

As with the arrangements for meeting with the Clerk or Assistant Clerk, if any local
resident has a particular issue or problem that they wish to discuss with the Chairman
or another Parish Councillor, or with your local District Councillor, again please contact
the Parish Office to make an appointment.

SMARTWATER NEWS

Councillors Sue Abel (Foley Gardens, 01527 835613 or 07808 053556) and Jill Howe
(Shaw Lane, 01527 570274 or 07821 589766) are happy to for residents local to them
to phone them and make prior arrangements for them to go and collect and register
their SmartWater from their respective homes.

AND FINALLY ...

As we constantly remind you, the Parish Council is there to support everyone who lives
in the parish but we need your help to know what is going on out there and what you
would like to see provided in the parish so please come to our monthly meetings or call
into the office and talk to Neil (Monday & Wednesday) or Stan (Tuesday & Thursday)



mailto:clerk@stoke-pc-worcs.gov.uk

COUNCILLORS AND OTHER CONTACTS 12

Peter Williams
(Chairman)

07970 782690

Planning (Chairman), Communications. CPRE and
Worcestershire CALC representative

John Ellis
(Vice-Chairman)

01527 570287

Planning, Communications, Finance & Resources,
Stoke Heath Recreation Area

Diane Brown

01527 821692

Planning, Finance & Resources, Worcestershire CALC
representative, Picnic Site

Jillian Howe

01527 570274

Communications, Finance & Resources, Stoke Prior
Village Hall Management Committee

Susan Abel

07808 053556

Planning, Communications (Chairman)

Chris Jewson

01527 578821

Parish Footpaths Warden

Liz Miller

01527 831942

Planning

Liz Eden

07803 764360

Communications

Alyson Jewson

01527 578821

Alan Bayliss

07999 835599

Jean Jackson

01527 328971

Rory Shannon

07527 724088

Parish Clerk

Assistant Clerk

Neil Gulliver

Parish Office, 17B Ryefields Road, Stoke Prior,
Bromsgrove B60 4NA

Tel 01527 757190

E-mail: clerk@stoke-pc-worcs.gov.uk

Stan Petrovic - contact details as above

Parish Council Website

http://www.stoke-pc-worcs.gov.uk

Website Comments and Articles

spcasstclerk@hotmail.com

District Councillors

Malcolm Glass (Avoncroft) at m.glass@bromsgrove.gov.uk
Harrison Rone-Clarke (Rock Hill) at
h.rone-clarke@bromsgrove.gov.uk

County Councillor

Bromsgrove South Division
Kyle Daisley

Tel 07722241335

E-mail kdaisley@worcestershire.gov.uk
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